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•  Professor. George Magoha, 

Cabinet Secretary for Education  

•  Ambassador Simon Nabukwesi, 

Principal Secretary, State 

Department for University 

Education  

• Dr. James Mworia, The Chancellor  

• Mr. Patrick Abelle, the current Session 

Chairperson of Council  

• Council Members 

• University Management Board members 

• University Senate members represented by 

the Deans of Schools  

• Staff of Machakos University 

• Distinguished Guests, Ladies and 

Gentlemen  
 

Good Afternoon! 
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I welcome you to today’s inauguration of our 

Chancellor, Dr. James Mworia. I wish to 

express my gratitude to the President and the 

Commander in Chief of the Defence Forces of 

the Republic of Kenya, H.E Hon. Uhuru 

Muigai Kenyatta for appointing Dr. James 

Mworia for a second term. As a University we 

are proud and feel privileged and honoured 

for your acceptance of the appointment as 

Chancellor Machakos University.  

Mr. Chancellor Sir,  

1. First, I take this opportunity as the Ag. 

Vice-Chancellor, and on behalf of the 

substantive Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Lucy 
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Irungu, to specially congratulate on 

behalf of the University for your 

reappointment as the Chancellor for a 

further five (5) year term. During your 

first term, despite the challenges 

including COVID 19 pandemic, the 

Chancellors Scholarship Fund was 

established and has benefitted 113 

students to date from School of 

Engineering and Technology and SPAS. 

The fund receives donations from you 

(monthly honoraria) and other donations 

from your partners through your 

concerted effort. 
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2. During your 1st term you got involved in 

students’ mentorship and on 4th April, 

2019 you donated Kshs. 100,000 for 

their luncheon. It is no wonder that upon 

your reappointment vide Gazette Notice 

Vol. CXXIV No. 64 of 12th April, 2022, the 

appointment went viral. The student 

population was eager for you to grace the 

6th Graduation Ceremony of Machakos 

University that was held on 22nd April, 

2022 but this did not happen as your 

appointment was effective 23rd April, 

2022, a day after the Graduation. 
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3. The University is growing at a steady rate. 

The students’ population continues to 

grow steadily since the University was 

chartered on 7th October, 2016 as a fully-

fledged Public University. At that time the 

students’ population stood at only 7500 

students. Currently, the students’ 

population has increased to 11,000 

students.  

4. In 2016 the University’s programmes 

offered were 26 cutting across nine (9) 

schools in the University. After 

rationalisation and cost cutting, the 

University Council merged Schools to six 
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(6) which are offering 36 Academic 

Programmes. There is continual 

alignment of these programmes with the 

industry and job market to address 

Kenya’s Big Four Agenda, Vision 2030 

and the newly launched CBC curriculum. 

 

5. The Schools currently are as follows: - 

a) School of Education; 

b) School of Business, Economics and 

Hospitality Management; 

c) School of Engineering and 

Technology; 
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d) School of Humanities & Social 

Sciences; 

e) School of Agriculture, Environment 

and Health Sciences; and 

f) School of Pure & Applied Sciences. 

 
6. In 2016 the number of graduands were 

566 and this year the University 

graduated a total of 1,542 graduands. 

7. Infrastructure continues to be a challenge 

with the growing population and we 

continue to appeal to the Government 

through the Ministry of Education and 

the Treasury to increase the Development 
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Fund/capitation to enable the University 

complete the Tuition and Office Block 

currently at 72% completion. Once 

completed, it will house the Chancellor’s 

Office, Chairman of Councils office, Vice-

Chancellor and DVC’s officer among 

other administrative offices, and when 

full capacity accommodates 4,200 

students in the laboratories, theatres and 

lecture rooms.  

8. The University in line with her niche in 

Engineering and ICT through the 

Division of Research and Innovation 

continues to engage with relevant 
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stakeholders and partners in 

strengthening her niche. In particular, 

the University takes pride in the following 

– (just to mention but a few) 

a) Luban Workshop under the One 

Belt One Road initiative of the 

Chinese Government. 

b) I-Voting which is an innovation of 

our student and continues to be 

used during the elections of 

Students Association of Machakos 

University (SAMU). 

c) Ajira Centre which was 

commenced under your initiative. It 
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is now about 70% completion. 

During the COVID 19 pandemic, 

the Sponsor had to use the funds to 

the neediest communities. 

d) Solar Assembly Plant in partnership 

with Solar Afric. 

e) Huawei Academy at Machakos 

University  

f) Partnership with Tiajin City 

Vocational Training College. 

g) Partnership with Konza 

Telechnopolis. 
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9. The University has established the 

following as enablers to support 

achievement of our core mandate -   

a) Directorate of TVET which offers 

Certificates and Diplomas; 

b) Income Generating Units (IGUs) to 

compliment the Government 

Funding; (Hotel & Conference 

Facilities; Water purification Plant; 

FADMA; Short Course Trainings 

and Consultancy) 

c) Directorate of ODEL; 

d) Endowment Fund; 
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e) Directorate of Academic Quality 

Assurance; and  

f) Development and 

operationalisation of various 

Policies among others. 

10. I am happy to inform you that the 

University successfully went through her 

1st Institutional Audit by the Commission 

for University Education between 10th – 

12th May, 2022. This would not have 

been successful without the effort made 

by the entire University staff. Amongst 

several recommendations, we were 

tasked to register the Machakos 
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University Alumni Association 

(MAKSUAA). We trust that as we embark 

on this noble exercise, we shall tap into 

your passion for the Alumni as exhibited 

during your first term and benefit from 

your wealth of experience to propel the 

Alumni to greater heights, to the 

standards of renown Alumnus in the 

world.  

Mr. Chancellor Sir, 

As I conclude, there is a mirage in our horizon, 

Dr. Mworia’s Fountain of Knowledge to be 

established as the University’s State of the Art 
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Library. We hope this baby shall be birthed 

and mothered by you in the near future which 

shall be your Legacy just like the Chancellors 

Scholarship Fund. I leave you with this saying 

by Maya Angelou, the famous poet and 

Scholar: “If you are going to live, leave a 

legacy. Make a mark on the world that cannot 

be erased.” 

 

Asante and God Bless you 


